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Next Meeting :- May 26th 
7-30pm, Henderson Environmental Centre, Groat St. North Beach 

 

                       Hazel Dempster, Sally Page & Jeff Mountstephen   
“Red Trees at Ant Hill” 

 
Coming Events :-       

   
  23 June  Northern Suburbs Branch 30th Anniversary 
     “Members’ Memories of 30 Years” 
 
  28 July  Andy Young  - “Tiny Moth Pollinators of  
     Boronias & Leucopogons” 
 
  25 August  Hans Lambers—”Species Richness in Our Most 
     Nutrient Impoverished Landscapes, Deserving  
     UNESCO Inscription” 
 
  22 September Michael Morcombe—”Wildlife and Pollination” 
  

Last Meeting 
David Pike—Native Bees and Bee Habitat 

 
Paul Doughty, our advertised speaker for April 
was unable to attend, so David was asked to 
bring his native bee talk forward from Septem-
ber to fill in. Most people were probably quite 
surprised at the large number of native bees that 
occur around Perth. David spoke about a few 
different species of resin bees, like the one on 
the left, which was nesting in a garden cane at 
Landsdale Farm School. In nature they nest in 

 



old beetle grub holes in trees, in hollow twigs, 
reeds and grasses. Many of them are good pollina-
tors of our local pea flowers. They clean out the 
hole they are going to lay their eggs in, before lin-
ing the walls with resin collected from nearby trees 
and shrubs. This waterproofs the hole to stop the 
bee’s larval food source, pollen and neactar, from 
drying out during the months they are growing. 
Resin partitions are built between each ball of pol-
len and nectar after an egg has been laid. The bee 
can choose whether to produce a male or female 
each egg she lays. 
Many of our native bees have very long tongues, 
and can reach down into the tubular flowers which 
are beyond the reach of the short tongued feral 
bees. Some bees are specialists, only pollinating 
one genus, or in the case of the Morrison Bee 

shown below, only one species. The Morrison Bee is only known to pollinate Verti-
cordia nitens, and is also the only known pollinator of that species. You can’t have 
one without the other. There are also generalist bees, such as the Blue-banded Bee, 
which is often seen in local gardens. As well as being an expert buzz pollinator of 
Dianella, Patersonia and Solanum flow-
ers, which it does by grabbing the hollow 
anthers then vibrating, or buzzing, its 
wings to shake out the pollen, it is also 
the best pollinator of tomatoes. It can of-
ten be found digging holes between pav-
ing slabs, preferring holes in the ground 
or in masonry to beetle grub holes in 
trees.  
Although Western Australia has the high-
est percentage of bird pollinated flowers in the world, we also have a lot of  won-
derful wildflowers specialized in attracting native bees. They are designed to en-

sure that as a bee collects the pollen 
and nectar it is looking for, its body 
hairs also transfer enough pollen be-
tween flowers to fertilise them.  
Bees and wasps split from the same 
family line at some stage in the dis-
tant past, with most wasps choosing 
to feed their grubs on meat, usually 
spiders or insects, while bees devel-
oped special branched hairs which 
help to carry pollen, and went 



 
 
1st Saturday Landsdale 
Conservation Park.  
Meet in Landsdale Rd approx  
100 metres east of Evandale 
Rd, Darch.  
Contact Phylis 93499105  
 
2nd Saturday Koondoola 
Regional Bushland.  
Meet in Koondoola Ave  
Opposite Burbridge Ave.  
Contact Phylis 93499105  
 
3rd Saturday Lake Gwelup 
Reserve.  
Meet Scout Hall car park 
near tennis Courts,  
Huntriss Rd, Gwelup.  
Contact Christine 94472983  
 
4th Saturday Star Swamp 
Bushland  
Meet at the Henderson  
Centre at the end of  
Groat St, North Beach.  
Contact Christine 94472983  
 
5th Saturday Trigg  
Bushland  
Meet in the car park between 
St Mary’s School and  
Millington Reserve  
(off Elliot rd) Karrinyup. 
contact David 94489192  

 

Northern Suburbs  
Free  guided nature walks.  

Each Month  
Run approx 1 hour.  

Start at 8am. 

vegetarian. All bees 
and wasps as adults 
feed exclusively on 
nectar. So don’t 
hate wasps! They 
also pollinate your 
plants, but at the 
same time are natu-

ral pest control in your garden, keeping caterpil-
lar numbers down. The wasp shown above is a 
female Gasteruption wasp, she has an extremely 
long ovipositor, which she uses to poke into those 
old beetle grub holes where the bees are nesting. 
She then lays eggs into the pollen and nectar sup-
ply, her eggs hatch first, and the grubs eat the bee 
eggs as well as their food supply.  
If you want to provide habitat for native bees in 
your garden, you can use anything from a simple 
bundle of garden canes to a bee pole, or a really 
up-market and fancy “insect hotel”, but you will 
also need insect pollinated native plants. Bees 
prefer nest holes between 3 and 7mm in diameter, 
5mm being the most popular size. They need to 
be as deep as you can make them, preferably 
around 15cm, but don’t drill right through. Try a 

small one next 
spring and see 
what happens. 
If you’ve done it 
r i g h t ,  y o u 
should have 
bees hatching 
around the next 
August. 

Then you’ll know it 
works and you can build a 
bigger one (or two). 



Country Members Catch up in the City 
 
Long time friends Tony and Cynthia Annells and Hazel and Bill Dempster have 
come together again at the Northern Suburbs Branch over the last few years. Both 
families lived in and raised families in Manjimup when Hazel initiated the branch 

of the Manjimup Wildflower Society 
in 1973. Both Tony and Hazel were 
inaugural members there Hazel as 
Secretary which she held for 7 years 
and Tony from the Manjimup Forestry 
Department to later become President. 
A  later name change to the Manjimup 
Natural History Club encouraged a 
wider range of members. Both fami-
lies had an interested in propagating 
the flora. 
The group held a popular Wildflower 

Exhibition each year with the help of the Manjimup Jaycees when Bill was Presi-
dent during those times and Cynthia always helping with jobs including arranging 
all the specimens and the many flower  arrangements. 
 A feature for the young enthusiastic children each year was the assembly of an 
orchid display lead by Mr Ron Heberle from Albany using orchids from the Al-
bany Wildflower Society display the weekend before and others collected in the 
Warren District. The group lays claim one year to having put on the largest col-
lection of native orchids species ever. 

Nursery News  from Landsdale Farm School 
 

Plant sales have been strong 
from the Nursery and many 
interesting WA species have 
been added to the biodiversity 
of Perth’s gardens. Successful 
events at the branch sale at 
Lansdale and in conjunction 
with the Eastern Hills branch 
at the Mundaring Markets and 
their very successful sale day 
have left us with space at the 
nursery to fill up with lots of 
interesting species again. 

A further expanded selection of Eremophila, Verticordia and other unusual small 
Myrtaceae species etc will be available to our enthusiasts over the coming 
months. There is now a longer planting opportunity with all that rain we have 
had. Come for coffee and information. 



Numerous excursions around the district with their young children in tow provided 
many enjoyable days exploring the bush together and with other branches 
With growing children having aspirations Hazel and Bill moved to Perth in 1980, 
Tony and Cynthia continued on being the Branch contacts in Manjimup where Tony 
had the opportunity to carry out botanic surveys and find new species throughout the 
Warren District until they too moved to the city to live and to meet up again later with 
Hazel and Bill at the Northern Suburbs Branch. 

 
FROM THE PRESIDENT - MAY 2015 

 
I hope you all enjoyed the last month’s newsletter as it shows 
how the Branch is working to use the publication to not only 
keep our members informed about the Branch and Society activi-
ties but use it to promote the Branch to people enquiring about us 
and how they might get involved. 
Several times this month I have responded to enquiries and at-
tached a copy of the newsletter for information. So if you get the 
chance, let others know about us by passing on the newsletter 
and encourage people to come along and join our activities. 
We are keen to get a few more volunteers at the Nursery to help 
with the work there and build up the team. If you have an interest 

or know of someone who might like to join up, then have a talk to David, Jeff, Hazel 
or Phyllis when you next see them. Enquiries will be most welcome. 
The Nursery Plant Sale and the Eastern Hills Branch sale were very successful for the 
branch and I offer a special thanks to all of those who supported the events. We are 
currently working on our budget for next year and the strength of sales from the Nurs-
ery is allowing us to confidently plan our activities for the year. In particular, we will 
be giving a little more focus and funding to our marketing and promotion. If you have 
any ideas that you think might increase participation with the public then let us know. 
You just might have a suggestion that we could follow up and turn into a great promo-
tional idea. 
The Society AGM is coming up in June and we will be sending delegates to the event 
to represent the views of our branch. There will be some matters that will attract inter-
est and debate and we are keen to offer our suggestions on the way forward. One of 
the main items will be the implementation of the Society Strategic Plan which will set 
the direction for the Society over the coming years. 
Don’t forget to let us have your contributions to the thirtieth anniversary Newsletter 
edition. All items will be welcome and it is a chance for you to record and share your 
special memories of the events and people from your time with the Society. Send you 
photos or stories to David at davidpike3@bigpond.com 
Winter is coming and so are the cold nights. We have been reassured by the City of 
Stirling that the Henderson Centre’s ventilation, which is great in summer, will be 
modified for winter. But we won’t be holding our breath and will have our own heat-
ing for our meetings to keep you warm. 
Richard Curry 



 


